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freedom, he gave his advice, and fulfilled the
heaviest duties of the Court. But the Duke, infu-
riated by such a supervision, resolved to shake it
off and to employ the queen to his interests.

On 18th December 1725, as Louis XV was talk-
ing with Fleury, Marie Leczinska sent the Marquis
de Nangis to request the king to come to her
apartments. Louis XV on going out said to the
Bishop that he would return in a few minutes.
After waiting two hours, Fleury went away in a
very bad humour guessing that something against
his interests was brewing; he learned for certain
the next day when he heard that the king had had
private audiences with the Due de Bourbon; he
wrote a cautious letter to Louis XV, charged Niert
with its delivery and left the Court.

Villars tells of the painful impression made on
the king's mind by this letter. Scarcely had he
received it when he shut himself in his room for
an hour lost in the gloomiest reflections, decided
that Fleury must return at once, and resolved to
stand by him. An express command handed to
the Duke forced him to the recall of his enemy.
The Bishop eagerly welcomed saw his credit
strengthened; from now on no-one could handle
a State matter before the king without his presence.

The shrewd diplomat could not fail to be aware
that the Duke had hoped to ruin him by handing
to Louis XV a letter from Cardinal de Polignac
full of odious charges against him. He could not
be unaware of the queen's assent, and her alarm
when the king had handed back the letter without